Hiding in plain sight:
Why Gough Avenue has always
been Gough Avenue
Attached are relevant details from approximately 30 maps that
originally belonged to the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company that were
given to Lafayette librarian Effie Amicarella in the mid-1970s by
Gerald (Jerry) Armstrong who at the time was president of Rocky
Mountain Fuel Company.
Contained in the RM Fuel map collection is the 1888 Lafayette townsite plat map, which is defining, indisputable evidence that town founder Mary Miller selected “Gough” and not “Couch” as one of the town’s
original north-south avenues. According to Beth Hutchison, Mary Miller named the street after John B.
Gough (1817-1886), a well-known temperance leader.
The 1888 platting document, a document that Mary Miller would have spent years assembling and refining, shows that she intended the street to be named Gough because she signed her name about an inch
from where the street was labeled (see detail page 5). Two other maps from the Lafayette Miner’s Museum
(dated 1900) and at least three other RM Fuel town maps made before 1912 corroborate the 1888 platting
document. All other typographical or cartographical mistakes related to Gough Avenue made after the
1888 platting document are just that — errors.
Early in Lafayette’s history, the coal mining companies would have acquired not only town maps but platting documents because, before 1916, all property owners owned the mineral rights as well. After 1916, the
Federal Government enacted the split estate concept that we use today, where surface rights are separated
from mineral rights.
The originals of most of the RM Fuel maps in the Lafayette Library are at the University of Wyoming in
Laramie. Jerry Armstrong tried to give the originals to School of Mines and to CU-Boulder but neither
would take them. A similar collection of Superior and Louisville-area historical maps was given to my
mother, Carolyn Conarroe, who was librarian at the Louisville Library in the 1970s.
Two of the RM Fuel maps at our Lafayette
Library, including the 1888 townsite map, are
fairly small and were stuck on the inside bottom
of the map case tubes. Because of this, previous
researchers may have thought the 1888 townsite
map was missing or lost. I had to remove the
cardboard tubes from the case and jar the maps
loose.
Doug Conarroe
Feb. 2015
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Notation regarding Gough Avenue on a Lafayette
Miner’s Museum wall display.

CITY OF LAFAYETTE
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-44
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE,
COLORADO, CHANGING THE NAME OF GOUGH AVENUE TO COUCH
AVENUE IN THE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE SUBDIVISION
WHEREAS, the City Council is provided the authority in City Code Section 105-1 to name or re
-name any of the streets within the city limits; and
WHEREAS, the street name Gough may have been a typesetter’s error back in the late 1890’s
and the street name was actually intended to be Couch named after Dr. James H. Couch; and
WHEREAS, James H. Couch was one of Lafayette’s first doctors and served as one of the first
town aldermen (Council) in 1890. “Doc” Couch was also an early member of the Lafayette Lodge #91 of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, which received their charter on April 25, 1890; and
WHEREAS, throughout the 1904 Boulder County Directory both Couch Avenue and Gough
Avenue are used to describe the location of residences; and
WHEREAS James H Couch (January 23, 1852 –February 13, 1901) and his wife Mary B. Couch
(February 12, 1861 – July 31, 1897) are both buried in the Lafayette Cemetery; and
WHEREAS, no addresses have been assigned on Gough Avenue; and
WHEREAS, the City of Lafayette is celebrating its 125th anniversary this year and wants to
incorporate the street name change as part of the recognition of the City’s history.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OFLAFAYETTE,
COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS:
1. The City Council hereby changes the name of Gough Avenue to Couch Avenue in the Original
Townsite Subdivision.
PASSED and RESOLVED the 2nd day of September, 2014.
CITY OF LAFAYETTE, COLORADO

Christine Berg
ATTEST:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Susan Koster, City Clerk

Dave Williamson, City Attorney
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Lafayette corrects long-standing error, renames Gough Avenue to Couch
Fix made in honor of city’s 125th anniversary
By Doug Pike
Colorado Hometown Weekly
POSTED: 09/17/2014
It may have taken 125 years, but Lafayette is correcting a street name mistake that likely was part of the
city’s original plat.
Tuesday, city workers swapped out the street sign for Gough Avenue in Old Town for a sign reading
“Couch Ave.” — the name originally intended for the north-south route two blocks east of Public Road.
It is believed “Gough” Avenue was a typesetter’s error in the late 1890s and the name was actually
intended to be “Couch,” after Dr. James H. Couch, one of Lafayette’s first doctors and town aldermen —
the precursors to city council members, according to a news release from the city.
“The original plat was redrawn in 1913,” city spokeswoman Debbie Wilmot said. “We don’t have a copy
of the original one, but Gough was the street referenced on that 1913 map.”
A Boulder city and county directory from 1904 lists addresses for both Gough and Couch avenues,
Wilmot said.
Lafayette’s original street names were determined by town founder Mary Miller, who named them after
people and places near and dear to her.
The city first officially identified the discrepancy during a 1999 architectural survey. Fifteen years later,
in honor of Lafayette’s 125th anniversary celebration on Friday, the correction was finally made.
Longtime Lafayette resident Ron Brugger, who first moved to the corner of Cleveland Street and
Gough Avenue in 1946, said residents have always known the street name was incorrect.
“The story I heard is that the cartographer who was instrumental in laying out the town was careless
in making his Cs and Gs,” Brugger said. “I’ve heard that story for years, so I was tickled to death when I
heard they were changing it. I’ve been wanting to see that happen for 70 years.”
Brugger said no formal effort to fix the street name ever materialized previously.
“There was talk that the name was wrong, but there was no interest in doing anything about it,” Brugger said. “Lafayette didn’t even have street signs back when I was younger, so people didn’t know what
the streets were called.”
Also, Brugger said, no one’s mailing address was ever listed as Gough Avenue. There were still no addresses on Gough Avenue when the city changed it to Couch Avenue on Tuesday.
Brugger, who could be part of four generations of his family to attend Lafayette’s anniversary celebration on Friday, said reflecting on the city’s history and correcting it when necessary is important.
“After all these years, frankly I’m pleased and surprised that they finally got it right,” Brugger said. “I
think the Couch family would be pleased, if there are any of them still around.”

“Reflecting on the city’s history and correcting it when necessary is
important.”
		
— Longtime Lafayette resident Ron Brugger
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1888 Plat of Lafayette Townsite
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Both “G” and “C” are
clearly drawn and easily
differentiated.

1888 Plat of Lafayette
Townsite details
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1904 Miller’s First Addition plat
verifying Mary Miller signature
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1906 Miller’s Second Addition plat
verifying Mary Miller signature
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Map located at the Lafayette Miner’s Museum

1900 town map
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Map located at the Lafayette Miner’s Museum

1900 town map
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This misspelled 1900 mining
company map and the 1902 town
map from page 11 were probably
made by the same person. Compare the lettering on the street
names.

1900 mining company map
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This misspelled 1902 town
map and the 1900 mining
company map from page
10 were probably made by
the same person. Compare
the lettering on the street
names.

1902 town map
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Circa 1906 town map
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Since Dr. Couch died at his Denver office in 1901
(Laf. News, Feb. 15, 1901), this penciled-in notation
was someone’s recounting of circa 1900 downtown.
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Circa 1908 town map

1904 Boulder County Directory,
published in Boulder

1904 third-party (public domain) information
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1904 Boulder County Directory,
published in Boulder

1904 third-party (public domain) information
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BING.COM

Bing.com shows Finch Avenue curving to the west behind the
north edge of the 500 block of E. Elm Street. The 1904 First Union
plat shows an alley easement on the north edge. Which one would
you trust?

1904 subdivision plat map versus
third-party (public domain) information
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