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Lafayette Cemetery: What the records say

By Doug Conarroe May 3, 2026

1891
LAFAYETTE
CEMETERY

T3

As the town developed the citizens wanted
their own cemetery and the town board
appointed a committee to select fiye acres for
a site. They interviewed the Union Pacific
Rail Road representative and started negoti-
ations. On November 19, 1891 five acres in
the S.W. corner of S.W. % of Section 35, T.
1N, 69 W. was purchased from U.P. RR. for
$50.00 per acre with ten years to pay at 7%
interest.

In March of 1892 bids were asked to fence
the cemetery. Pitch or cedar posts cost 16
cents each and 3 cents each for pickets. I.n
June, Snyder and Ross were awarded the bid
to fence the cemetery for $40.00. The next
month Mr. Noble was instructed to layout the
cemetery as the plans submitted. The charge
was $15.00 for lots south of the circle or cgnter
and $10.00 north of the center. For a single
grave in “potters field” the cost was $2.00.

William D. Cannon bought a block for $50.00-

The next year a water hydrant was placed at

the cemetery so that the families could water

the flowers and grass they planted on the
graves. The town made a yearly appropria-
tion of $400.00 for the cemetery. The town
marshal had to get a team and haul all tin
cans and rubbish from the cemetery grounfiﬂ

It was his duty to keep the fence in repair-

Today the cemetery is a beautiful place ©
memories with the mature trees, flowering
shrubs, perennial flowers, bright annual
flower beds and manicured lawns. Memori

ay services are conducted every year by the

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1771 and

families from all over the country attend
al  give their respect to their deceased loved

& ones. It is a time of renewed acquaintances
and reminiscence.

oal by Elizabeth Hutchison

From “Lafayette, Colorado History:

Treeless Plain to Thriving City,” Lafay-

ette Historical Society, 1990

According to Town of Lafayette cemetery records,
the Lafayette Cemetery did not open for burials
until fall of 1892. Payment for the burial plot sur-

vey for Lafayette’s NEW cemetery was made Oct.
11, 1892.

Oldest dates of death (not burial date)

Baby of M. S. Haines 1862 (east side of VFW me-
morial)

Baby of M. S. Haines 1864 (east side of VFW me-
morial)
Arizona Haines 1872-1877 (east side of VFW
memorial)
George J. Brown 1876-1880
Julia Moon 1878-1880
Isabella Simpson 1843-1880
John Brown Sr. 1841-1887
Robert Abernethy 1867-1888
Ruth Abernethy 1885-1888
Ellia Moon 1880-1888
Baby of Thomas Miller 1888
Gracie Noble 1877-1889
Elmer Padfield 1889-1889
Baby of Thomas Miller 1889
Baby Quixley 1890-1890 (different than the Baby
Quixley listed at right)
Sarah Reese 1889-1890
Florence A. Thomas 1876-1890
Pear]l Thomas ?-1890
George B. VanValkenburg 1883-1890
Maggie P. Miller 1890-1891

Cemetery survey completed late summer/early
fall of 1892, with first six burials progressing
thusly:

At Lafayette yesterday the child of
Will Cannon was buried. The parents
‘have the sympathy of their many friends
throughout the county.

Boulder Daily Camera Sept. 23, 1892

C. Clifford Cannon 1890-1892 (194 467)
Baby Quixley 1892

Otis R. Kerby 1886-1892

Mathew Ranson 1892

Myrtle Walters 1888-1892

Roy VanValkenburg 1892-1892
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mining town history

by Carolyn Conarroe

Memorial Day
and cemeteries

Memorial Day was originally called Decoration Day and
was officially designated in May, 1868, to be observed on
May 30.

The holiday began a year or two earlier following the Civil
War as an opportunity to decorate the graves of soldiers
killed in that war.

After World War I the day became a day to commemorate
all those who had died in battle. Before many years it
became the custom to honor all deceased veterans.

American Legion in Louisville and Veterans of Foreign
Wars in Lafayette have traditionally held services each
Memorial Day to honor deceased veterans.

In May, 1991, Lafayette VFW established an Avenue of
Flags in Lafayette Cemetery. American flags given to fam-
ilies at funeral services of deceased veterans are flown on
Memorial Day.

Memorial Day eventually became a day to honor
deceased family members as well as armed service veter-
ans. Cemeteries burst into bloom the last week in May as
families tend burial plots and flowers are placed on graves
as a memorial. The first holiday of summer becomes an
opportunity for many to return to home towns to honor
deceased loved ones.

The cemeteries in Louisville and Lafayette are relatively
new compared to Superior Cemetery and South Boulder
Cemetery.

Land belonging to the Minks family was first opened in
1873 for burial for Lottie Eggleston. In 1876 the land was
deeded as the Cemetery on Coal Creek. It became known as
Superior Cemetery and eventually was known as Old
Louisville Cemetery.

It was one of Boulder County’s early large cemeteries, but
by 1976 there were only 55 known graves. The cemetery
was deeded by Rocky Mountain Fuel Co. to Boulder
County in 1976 and was designated as an historic landmark.

Many of the early graves were moved from Superior to
Louisville Cemetery which opened in 1892. Any gravesites

in Louisville with a date prior to 1892 would have been
those moved from another cemetery.

A fraternal order, Independent Order of Odd Fellows
bought the land for Louisville’s cemetery. Four sections
were blocked out for the cemetery: one fourth owned by
Town of Louisville, one fourth owned by Odd Fellows
lodge, one fourth owned by Knights of Pythias Lodge, and
one fourth owned by Redmen Lodge. Knights of Pythias
was the last of the three lodges to be active in Louisville.

The late George Ellis, one of the last Pythian members,
assumed leadership of Louisville Cemetery and kept
records of the fraternal sections of the cemetery. George
and Laura Ellis planted trees and assisted with many other
maintenance tasks. Thanks to the Ellises and others who
worked with them, Louisville Cemetery has always been
well maintained in a peaceful setting.

As lodge activities ceased City of Louisville acquired pro-
prietorship of the cemetery.

South Boulder Cemetery dates from at least 1881. Many of
the burials at South Boulder are of Louisville people
because it does predate Louisville Cemetery and because
the South Boulder Cemetery was consecrated by the
Catholic Church.

Five acres of land for Lafayette Cemetery was purchased
in November, 1891, from Union Pacific Rail Road.
Improvements were begun and the first burial in Lafayette
Cemetery was in 1892.

Inventories of burials and gravesites have been completed
by several groups.

Louisville’s Saturday Study Club compiled information
about Louisville Cemetery in about 1976. Vera Taylor was
chairman for the project and others on the committee were
Loretta Jacoe, Donna Agee, Margaret Watts and Pearl
Callahan. Laura Ellis also helped with identifying
gravesites. This historical information is available at
Louisville City Hall.

Information about burials in Superior Cemetery and South

Boulder Cemetery has been compiled by Boulder
Genealogical Society and Sanford Gladden of Boulder.
This information, as well as the Louisville Cemetery infor-
mation is on file at Louisville Public Library.

In November, 1976, R. Michael Collard wrote “Historical
Report on Superior Cemetery.”” He said, “A cemetery exists
in its essence as a reminder of man’s mortality, and this
would seem to be its end. Yet it is in fact for the living that
it is commemorated and kept as a cemetery as opposed to
scattered graves, and into the future. On a larger scale this is
exactly what occurs in the preservation of history. History is
demonstrative of man’s mortality, of the human venture in
the passing of time, yet we keep it for the living and the
future.””
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Cemetery land purchased Feb. 9, 1892
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“5 acres of ground $50 per acre”

— Feb 9, 1892




Deed for Town of Lafayette’s purchase of
5 acres from Union Pacific Railroad - 5
acres @ $50 per acre, with the land to be
used for “cemetery purposes only”

Transaction date (not recording date,
which was in 1893) of Feb. 9, 1892, with
ownership by UP Railroad going back to
1869.
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It's a new cemetery, not an old one

June 21, 1892
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Example of Date of Death, not Burial Date

Martin S. Haines bought his burial plots in 1899, then placed the bodies
of his children who died in the 1860s in the family plot.
| DEATH OF M . HAINES
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Chariea. with whom be “lived, and Haines lot purchase from Town of Lafayette cemetery Ledger A, 1892-1917, page 73
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Orientation and dates of death for Haines family lot, Town of Lafayette cemetery Ledger B, 1943-1980, page 166






